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SwatOverlaps is a student publication that seeks to 
facilitate the discussion of political, cultural, and social 
issues that are often left out of the mainstream 
discourse.  It is a forum for both inter-communal 
dialogue and creative thought that hopes to promote 
coalition building, progressive thought, and human 
understanding. 
 
With the ultimate goal of fostering discussion and a 
sense of community, submissions to Overlaps may take 
any form and can be made by members of the 
Swarthmore community, including cultural groups, 
activist groups, faculty, campus staff, and members of 
the surrounding Swarthmore communities. Content can 
range from poetry, declarative statements, constructive 
criticisms, narratives, information about group 
activities, photography, political cartoons, to any type of 
cultural and political expression. This publication will 
also serve as a space for blurbs and event 
announcements in and out of the Swarthmore 
community. 
 
Why Overlaps? 
 
Oppressive social structures are interrelated: they 
support each other, feed off of one another. And they 
sustain themselves by maintaining an illusion of 
independence. Because when we view individual 
struggles as independent and essential, when we 
approach oppressive structures from exclusively one 
angle, the fundamental roots of oppression remain 
intact. By communicating the overlaps between our 
various struggles, causes, issues (or however else we 
identify this 'work'), we hold each other accountable to 
always focus on the deeper, fundamental sources of 
oppressive structures. Seeing these connections deepens 
our understanding of the root causes of injustice and 
helps us collectively form radical visions of a socially 
just society. When we meet at the 'Overlaps,' we form the 
coalitions necessary to collectively work towards these 
visions of social justice. 
 
SwatOverlaps is compiled by Swarthmore students. If 
you would like to get involved, send us an email at 
SwatOverlaps@gmail.com. 
 
Cover art by Miyuki Baker 
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Letter from 
the Editors… 
 
Since the last issuing of Swarthmore 
Overlaps, we’ve seen widespread 
displays of popular protest and 
resistance across the globe, from 
Tunisia, Egypt, Syria to Greece, 
Spain, and the United States. In 
hundreds of cities, people are 
reclaiming public space in 
experiments of collective economy, 
direct democracy, and global 
movement building.  
 
Here in the U.S., this has taken form 
in the Occupy Wall Street movement, 
which has already succeeded in 
shifting public dialog, forging new 
coalitions, igniting waves of local 
organizing in a number of cities, and 
sparking the radical imagination. Of 
course the Occupy movement is at a 
turning point right now, with key 
sites having been evicted over the 
last several weeks and winter 
weather imminent. 
 
We’d like to use this issue as a 
reflection and discussion of the 
Occupy movement so far, 
particularly the critiques being 
waged against it from other 
organizing spaces. Mainstream 
media were quick to characterize the 
movement as white, college-age, and 
middle-class. Additionally, and more 
importantly, we’ve heard critiques 
from seasoned activists about 
examples of white-supremacy, 
homophobia, misogyny, and other 
forms of oppression occurring in 
Occupy spaces. On a larger scale, the 
movement’s focus on economic 
inequality has often lacked analysis 
along the axes of race, gender, 
sexuality, ability, citizenship status, 
etc, exemplified by the simplistic 
refrain of the ‘99%.’ Some have 
contested the term ‘Occupy’ itself, in 
that it fails to address the indigenous 
and ongoing histories of colonization 
and oppressive military occupation.  
 
However, we feel that while such 
criticism is intensely necessary and 
completely justified, there are also 
positive examples of the Occupy 

movement addressing 
these overlapping issues. 
Through working groups, 
side conversations, 
experiments in 
consensus building and 
the designing of safe 
spaces, ‘Occupiers’ have 
started to address issues 
of identity and ways to 
build anti-oppression 
into priorities of the 
movement itself.  For 
example, some sites have 
re-purposed the language 
of the movement in the 
form of ‘un-Occupy’, or 
‘Decolonize Wall Street.’  
 
In this issue we’ve 
collected primary 
documents, images, and 
commentaries from and 
about the Occupy movement that 
address the intersections of race, 
class, gender, sexuality, ability, etc. 
to highlight some of the awesome 
work emerging from ‘Occupy’ spaces 
and to demand the movement do 
even better. We believe that 
movements such as Occupy can be 
dynamic platforms on which to wage 
struggles of identity and forms of 
anti-oppression--but we must 
demand that the movement address 
the intersectionality of economic 
inequality and allows truly 
revolutionary coalitions to be 
formed.  
 
We feel the Swarthmore community 
and Overlaps readership has a lot to 
offer to the ongoing movement as it 
finds new footing over the coming 
months. We invite Overlaps readers 
to help make this movement 
stronger, more radical, and more 
liberatory.   
 
At Swarthmore, we’ve seen the 
movement’s influence in the form of 
two general assembly (GA) meetings 
held in Sharples Dining Hall.  At 
these GAs and in other spaces, 
students brought the tools and 
language seen in the Occupy 
movement to talk about Swarthmore 
values, things that we feel need to 
change, but most importantly to 
come together regardless of our 
various backgrounds. Meanwhile, a 

group of tri-college consortium 
(Swarthmore, Haverford, Bryn  
 
Mawr) professors signed a letter of 
solidarity and support with the 
Occupy Philadelphia movement, 
further grounding the movement 
within our communities close to 
home.   
 
This issue of Overlaps is a departure 
from our previous issues, as it is 
driven by external sources and 
submissions.  This is partially due to 
our decreased team of editors, but 
more positively because we (though 
few in number) felt moved by the 
Occupy movement to create a time 
capsule of sorts, or an archive of 
what we have been seeing and feeling 
in other publications, blogs, and on 
the streets!  Overlaps aims to 
facilitate discussion of issues that are 
left out of the mainstream discourse 
and to foster a sense of community 
by exploring our intersections, and 
we should demand that the Occupy 
movement do the same. We should 
never stop asking ourselves: who are 
the 99% and are they all here?! 
 
Overlaps is committed to reporting 
the whole picture. If you feel that we 
have left out yours or anyone else’s 
part of the picture, let us know at 
swatoverlaps@gmail.com or better 
yet, join our team.  
 
Love, 
The Overlaps Team 

By Chelsea Peil, Roger Peet, & Katherine 
Ball from Just Seeds, Portland 
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Message of Solidarity to Occupy 
Wall Street from the Organization 
of Women’s Freedom in Iraq 

By Yanar Mohammed + Ali Issa 
 
Originally Published at  Jadaliyya  
 
http://infrontandcenter.wordpress.c
om/2011/11/04/message-of-
solidarity-to-occupy-wall-street-
from-the-organization-of-womens-
freedom-in-iraq/ 
 
Dear Occupy Wall Street, 
 
The people of the world are watching 
you, following your news and hoping 
that – rather than just vent your 
anger and frustration – you achieve 
all of your dreams. 
 
While democracy should guarantee 
all people an equal say in the 
decisions that affect their lives, you 
find yourselves forced to take to the 
streets, as politicians and bankers 
make decisions behind closed doors 
and hire an army of police to send 
you back home with nothing. 
 
While a wealthy 1% ravages your 
jobs, health, and very lives, their 
focus is always on their banks and 
not on the welfare and future of 
innocent, unsuspecting millions of 
people. In times of growth, those 
banks are sustained by your labor, 
resulting in extravagant luxuries for 
the 1%; while their economic failures 
and crises deny you basic resources 
and economic rights. 
 
This is the same 1% that pursued the 
war on Iraq without hearing the 
millions who marched – in the United 
States and around the world – 
expressing their opposition. While 
claiming democracy, the 1% builds 
vast armies to be launched not just 

against people all over the world, but 
also within their own borders. 
 
A second wave of global revolutions 
has begun as the 99% (that is, the 
global working class) rejects the 
tyranny, marginalization, and 
poverty which capitalist 
authoritarian governments force 
onto billions of us. Despite all claims 
of representation, capitalist states 
make the people pay the price of the 
economic failures of their political 
systems with unemployment and 
government cuts, while the banks get 
bailed out by the same resources that 
people’s toil has created. Avoiding 
the poverty and starvation of billions 
is never the concern of these so-
called democracies as much as the 
stability of their own political rule. 
Moreover, that same 1% re-creates 
the same failing model of 
“democratic” capitalist political 
structures in newly-invaded 
countries around the globe. 
 
The so-called democracy of Iraq, 
created by the western capitalist 
states, divides Iraqi oil reserves 
between the 1% politicians and a 
massive, newly-built army, which is 
now well trained to crush the Iraq’s 
Tahrir square demonstrations 
(active since Feb 25th), with live 
ammunition, torture, and beatings. 
While the 99% of Iraqis seethe with 
anger waiting for the right conditions 
to claim what is theirs, they eagerly 
follow your progress in occupying 
Wall Street, as our enemy is one 
whether they are American or Iraqi. 
That enemy is the 1% of ruthless 
exploiters. 
 
Although plans of US withdrawal 
from Iraq have been publicized 
worldwide, we are certain that US 
bases will remain around our cities 
and villages in one form or another, 
fully ready to attack and crush any 
popular uprising, whenever deemed 
necessary. Although the US 
administration has already installed 
Iraqis to maintain systems of 
inequality and suppression in Iraq, 
they will continue to keep their 
military arsenals on full guard for a 
worst case scenario. This is what our 
newly-installed democracy grants us: 
poverty, inequality, suppression of 
dissent, and a lack of civil liberties 

for the vast majority of the people, 
especially women. 
 
People of the world have come to 
refuse a culture of wars and also the 
“democracy” of the rich. It is time for 
a political system of equal wealth for 
all, in other words, a socialist system, 
where free market rules cannot 
starve billions while filling the 
pockets of a few. Connecting such a 
movement globally was beyond even 
the wildest dreams of most 
visionaries, but has proven to be 
within reach in 2011. And your 
#Occupy movement has played a 
leading role in igniting it. 
 
While hunger and wars are planned 
and organized by a ruthless 1%, it is 
the responsibility of the 99% to 
create a better world, built on values 
of humanity, equality and prosperity 
for all. In this world, decision-making 
will not be taken by World Banks, 
capitalists, and their representative 
statesmen, but by the immediate 
representatives of the working class. 
 
Putting demands to the 1% is not the 
solution, as they have failed 
repeatedly and can only proceed 
with their methods of starving 
working people and bringing on more 
economic failures. 
 
The time has come for a second step. 
After occupying the street, it is time 
to break into the castles and palaces 
of the 1%, and claim what is 
rightfully yours, to start a new era 
based on global peace, equal division 
of wealth, and humanity. 
 
We stand behind you and carry on 
our continuous resistance to the rule 
of the 1% in Iraq, Syria, Egypt, 
Tunisia, Yemen, and the entire 
world.  
Long live the struggles of the 99%, 
and down with the 1%! 
 
 
Anti-Oppression Training 
Workshop Notes at Occupy Boston, 
October 16, 2011 (unedited) 
 
Source: 
http://wiki.occupyboston.org/wiki/A
ntiOppression_Workshop_Notes_-
_October_16,_2011 
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SHOUT OUT about other oppressions 
beyond racism that work the same 
way  
 
-transphobia, oppression against 
trans people 
- interreligious oppression 
- corporations as people 
- locational privilege 
- sexism 
- anti-semitism 
- homophobia 
- ageism 
- biphobia 
- ableism 
- zionism 
- discrimination against children 
with special needs 
- xenophobia 
- classism 
- islamophobia 
- secular discrimination against 
those who are religious 
- socioeconomic within same race 2 
vs 1 toilet irish 
- militarism 
- language oppression in the melting 
pot 
- discrimination against immigrants 
- us hegemony 
- homelessness 
- animal oppression 
- americanism 
- network television 
- media monopoly 
- manifest destiny 
- eurocentric valuation of knowledge 
- incarceration and discrimination 
against formerly incarcerated people 
- compulsory institutionalized 
schooling 
- workplace hierarchy 
 
POPCORN – ONE SENTENCE OF HOW 
YOU CURRENTLY FEEL 
 
– cold but happy 
– this is the moment I've been 
waiting for 
– hopeful not hopeless anymore 
– I'm learning 
– grateful for the opportunity to 
recognize everyone's humanity while 
also acknowledginig the – differences 
within us 
– I really want us to get this 
– I want to talk about how we can 
fight racism. Tonight. 
– Guilty and privileged 
Mariama noted that this is the 
largest percentage of women she's 
seen at a GA. 

GROUP CHECK IN – facilitator Vonds 

Now we'd like to talk about specific 
steps we can take to create change 
and to bring other sympathetic 
supportive people into this 
movement. 
 
POPCORN STYLE RESPONSES FROM 
AUDIENCE 
 
– I would like to talk about the 
unable, we're not disabled, we're just 
not able and we need help 
– I want this to be a continuous 
conversation that never ends and we 
will continue to change 
– I feel [points up at camera] under 
surveillance. I also feel liberated by 
all of you. 
– We must remember that power 
concedes nothing by choice. 
– I just brought hot rice and beans. 
Go over there. 
– Three things: continuous 
commitment to genuine 
conversation. Ability to question 
without fear. Commitment to 
experiment with new ways. Giving 
each time to see how well it works. 
– I'd like to talk about how people 
with kids and young children can 
also participate in democracy. I left 
my kids tonight, I can't get a 
babysitter very often, and this is 

fantastic. 
– As a white hetero male, this is 
really hard for me. And I feel very 
blessed to be supported to tear my 
privilege down with ya'll. 
– My hope for #OB is that we can 
learn that racism, sexism, 
homophobia, etc has been a tool in 
the legacy of the history of keeping 
us, that that 1%, is there because of 
the degradation and exploitation of 
all of us. 
– I think that it is critical that as we 
continue this conversation with each 
other and ourselves that we think of 
this history, this difficult history, as 
a global history, a shared history, in 
which we are all implicated. 
 
 
AN OPEN LETTER FROM TWO 
WHITE MEN TO 
#OCCUPYWALLSTREET 
 
FROM: PEOPLE OF COLOR/#OCCUPY 
WALLSTREET ANTIOPPRESSION IN  
THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT: 
Writings on Privilege and Oppression  
in the Occupy Movement Compiled 
and Distributed by Feminist 
Anarchist Border Opposition 
Occupied Tohono O’odham Land 
 
We—two white men—write this letter 
conscious of the fact that the color of 

Consensus Flow Chart and Hand Signals via Occupy Atlanta Pledge 
and Guidelines: http://occupyatlanta.org/general-assembly-2/ga-guide/#terms 
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our skin means we will likely be 
taken more seriously. We write this 
knowing that because people of color 
are thought to be too biased to speak 
objectively on issues of race, our 
perspective in this context will be 
privileged. We write this aware of the 
history of colonization, genocide, and 
slavery upon which this country 
stands, which has created this 
oppressive reality. 
 
We write this letter to the organizers 
and participants (ourselves 
included) of #OccupyWallStreet out 
of great love for humanity and for 
the collective struggles being waged 
to save it. We write this letter 
because of our support for this 
nascent movement, in the  hopes 
that with some self-reflection and 
adjustment, it may come to truly 
represent “the 99%” and realize its 
full potential.  
 
#OccupyWallStreet has shown itself 
to be a potent force. The movement—
which we consider ourselves part of—
has already won great victories. New 
occupations spring up across the 
continent every day, and the 
movement for true democracy and 
radical social change is gathering 
steam worldwide. 
 
According to the main websites 
associated with #OccupyWallStreet, 
it is “one people, united,” a 
“leaderless  resistance movement 
with people of many colors, genders 
and political persuasions,” and an 
“open, participatory and horizontally 
organized process.” In other words, it 
professes to be the universal protest 
against the greed and corruption 
rampant in our society, open for 
anyone to join and shape. 
 
But a quick survey of the movement 
so far shows that that the good 
intentions outlined do not reflect the 
reality of the situation. 
 
There is indeed an organizational 
structure and a core group that  
makes leadership decisions in #OWS 
(and we think this is a good thing). 
They are the media team at the 
media command center, the 
committee facilitators and the people 
who have been actually occupying 
the park for the past three weeks. 

One only needs to take a good look 
around to see that the leadership and 
the core group—which has managed 
to attract enormous national and  
international media attention—is 
overwhelmingly white (and largely 
male), and as a result the voices and 
perspectives of #OccupyWallStreet 
reflect that reality more generally. 
 
Luckily, some people who have felt 
excluded or erased from “the  
99%” have spoken up, alerting us to 
the notion that the anticorporate 
occupation in Liberty Park may not 
be as welcoming to all as its image of 
consensus-bound activists, non-
hierarchical  structure and free food 
has suggested to many. 
 
One striking example of the 
marginalization of non-white voices 
within the movement was seen at the 
march on Friday against police 
brutality. Because this march was 
organized by activist groups in 
conjunction with #OWS, it was by far 
the most diverse rally yet. But 
towards the end of the march, when 
organizers were speaking to the 
group at One Police Plaza, a black 
woman near the speakers was 
clearly agitating for her voice to be 
heard. Despite the line of white 
people speaking before her, a white 
#OWS organizer spoke to the crowd 
and informed them that within a few 
minutes, the march would be over 
and everyone should leave 
peacefully. Of course, that meant 
that as soon as he was finished  
speaking everyone got up to leave. 
As the black woman (the lone black 
voice speaking in a march against 
police brutality) got up to speak, her 
voice was lost because by that point 
no one was paying attention. 
 
In this case, the marginalization was 
not intentional: a PSA was  made to 
inform people to ensure the rally’s 
peaceful closure. But  most racial 
marginalization is indeed 
“unintentional.” In this case the 
silenced black woman was going to 
speak about her close relative, who 
was killed by police. She was the only 
person speaking with a personal 
relationship to police brutality at a 
level almost unimaginable to the 
people occupying Zucotti Park, and 
her voice was not heard. 

This unintended marginalization is 
occurring daily at #OWS. We  
know this may be hard for some 
people to understand. Of course,  
who could expect us to understand 
what it is like to be reminded of your 
skin color every time you leave your 
home? Who could expect white 
people to understand that the spaces 
we feel so comfortable in may feel 
exclusive or even hostile to people of 
color? After all, we are never told; we 
are not forced to learn that our skin 
color is related to our social status; 
and we are not taught black and 
brown history, so many of us do not 
know how we got here—-and cannot 
imagine it any other way. 
 
But as Audre Lorde wrote, it is not 
the responsibility of the  
oppressed to educate the oppressors 
about our mistakes. White people 
may not be to blame for the 
privileged position we occupy, but we 
must be accountable for the liberties 
and benefits we enjoy at the expense 
of our black and brown brothers and 
sisters.  
 
We would like to add our voices to 
the chorus of constructive  
critiques coming from communities 
of color. We believe the white people 
of #OccupyWallStreet need to 
understand something: the feelings 
of economic insecurity, political 
powerlessness, and lack of support 
that have brought so many of us to 
the protests at Liberty Park have 
been lived by many of the people of 
color in this country for centuries. 
Without an active effort to address 
racial issues from the core of 
#OccupyWallStreet, the protest will 
fail. 
 
The People of Color / Unified  
Communities working group at 
#OccupyWallStreet was created on 
October 1, 2011. Their e-mail  
is unified.ows@gmail.com, their 
website is : 
pococcupywallstreet.tumblr.com and 
they meet every Sunday at  
3pm in Zucotti Park. Let’s be truly 
revolutionary allies and firmly 
support them to bring a racial 
analysis to the core of one of the 
most potent people’s movement in 
our country today—before it is too 
late. 
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Whiteness and the 99% 

By Joel Olson  

Source: 
http://www.bringtheruckus.org/?q=n
ode%2F146 

Occupy Wall Street and the hundreds 
of occupations it has sparked 
nationwide are among the most 
inspiring events in the U.S. in the 
21st century. The occupations have 
brought together people to talk, 
occupy, and organize in new and 
exciting ways. The convergence of so 
many people with so many concerns 
has naturally created tensions 
within the occupation movement. 
One of the most significant tensions 
has been over race. This is not 
unusual, given the racial history of 
the United States. But this tension is 
particularly dangerous, for unless it 
is confronted, we cannot build the 
99%. The key obstacle to building the 
99% is left colorblindness, and the 
key to overcoming it is to put the 
struggles of communities of color at 
the center of this movement. It is the 
difference between a free world and 
the continued dominance of the 1%. 

Left colorblindess is the enemy 

Left colorblindness is the belief that 
race is a “divisive” issue among the 
99%, so we should instead focus on 
problems that “everyone” shares. 
According to this argument, the 
movement is for everyone, and 
people of color should join it rather 
than attack it.  

Left colorblindness claims to be 
inclusive, but it is actually just 
another way to keep whites’ 
interests at the forefront. It tells 
people of color to join “our” struggle 
(who makes up this “our,” anyway?) 
but warns them not to bring their 
“special” concerns into it. It enables 
white people to decide which issues 
are for the 99% and which ones are 
“too narrow.” It’s another way for 
whites to expect and insist on 
favored treatment, even in a 
democratic movement. 

As long as left colorblindness 
dominates our movement, there will 

be no 99%. There will instead be a 
handful of whites claiming to speak 
for everyone. When people of color 
have to enter a movement on white 
people’s terms rather than their own, 
that’s not the 99%. That’s white 
democracy.  

Occupy everything, attack the white 
democracy 

While no pamphlet can capture 
everything a nationwide movement 
can or should do to undermine the 
white democracy and left 
colorblindness, below is a short list of 
questions people might consider 
asking in movement debates. These 
questions were developed from 
actual debates in occupations 
throughout the U.S. 

• Do speakers urge us “get beyond” 
race? Are they defensive and 
dismissive of demands for racial 
justice? 

• If speakers urge developing “close 
working relationships with the 
police,” do they consider how police 
terrorize Black, Latino, Native, and 
undocumented communities? Do 
they consider how police have 
attacked occupation 
encampments? 

• If speakers urge us to hold banks 
accountable, do they encourage us 
to focus on redlining, predatory 
lending, and subprime mortgages, 
which have decimated Black and 
Latino neighborhoods? 

• If speakers urge the cancellation of 
debts, do they mean for things like 
electric and heating bills as well as 
home mortgages and college loans? 

• If speakers urge the halting of 
foreclosures, do they acknowledge 
that they take place primarily in 
segregated neighborhoods, and do 
they propose to start there? 

• If speakers urge the creation of 
more jobs, do they acknowledge 
that many communities of color 
have already been in chronic 
“recessions” for decades, and do 
they propose to start from there? 

Attack capitalist power—attack 
the white democracy. 

Build the 99%! 

People of color at the center! 
No more left colorblindness! 

 
Chinese Translation of the 
Declaration of the Occupation  

Source: 
http://www.nycga.net/groups/transl
ation/docs/declaration-of-the-
occupation-chinese 

占领纽约宣言 
于2011年9月30日由NYCGA发布 
这个文件由“纽约市总集会”于2011年9
月29日通过 

当我们团结在一起表达对社会不公的强

烈不满之时，我们必须牢记是什么让我

们走到一起的。我们在此写下宣言，让

全世界所有受到企业强权压迫的人知道

，我们是你的同盟。 

作为联合的群众，我们认识到这样的现

实：人类的未来需要每一个成员的合作

；我们的体制必须维护我们的权利并抑

制体制的腐败，而每个人的权利需要依

靠个人和邻里的保护；民主的政府从人

民中获得权利，但是企业是不允许从人

民和地球中榨取财富的；当经济力量决

定进程时，真正的民主是不会到来的。

现在，企业在操纵我们的政府，他们把

利润凌驾于人民之上、个人利益胜于公

正以及压迫胜于平等。我们和平地聚集

在这里，因为把这些事实公诸于众是我

们的权利。 

他们通过非法的止赎程序剥夺了我们的

房屋，哪怕他们本来就没有原始的抵押

贷款。他们不受惩罚地从纳税人中拿走

了政府救助金，用以继续向公司高层派

发高额的红利。他们在工作中渗透了对

年龄、肤色、性别、性自认以及性倾向

的不平等和歧视。他们在疏忽中毒害了

我们的食物供应，并通过垄断破坏了农

业的系统。他们从无数被折磨、禁锢和

虐待的动物中获得利润，并想方设法隐

匿这些行径。他们不懈地企图剥夺员工

谈判争取更高工资和更安全工作环境的

权利。他们以上千上万的教育债务来挟

持学生，然而教育本身就是人权。他们

坚持劳务外包，并利用这点来削减工人

的福利和工资。他们影响法庭来获得和

人民一样的权利，从而免去他们的罪行

和责任。他们在律师团队上花费上百万



SwatOverlaps           Volume VI Issue I         12.8.11                 9 

美金来寻找规避医疗保险合同的方法。

他们把我们的私隐作为商品销售。他们

用军队和警察来控制新闻自由。他们蓄 
意拒绝召回危害我们生命的问题产品来

追求利润。他们决定着经济政策，纵使

他们的政策已经造成并继续带来灾难性

的失败。他们向监控他们的政治家捐赠

了大量金钱。他们继续阻碍可替代能源

方式的发展使我们继续依靠石油。他们

继续阻止那些能够救人治病的通用的药

物方式，来保护他们已经获得巨额利润

的投资。他们故意掩盖石油泄露、各种

事故、错误账目和无效配方来追求利润

。他们有目的地控制媒体让人们获得错

误的信息和制造恐慌。他们私定合约来

谋杀罪犯，哪怕对罪犯的罪行存在重大

疑惑。他们在国内外都渗透了殖民主义

。他们参与了在海外对无辜市民的折磨

和杀害。他们继续制造大杀伤性的武器

来继续获得政府合同。 

全世界的人民， 

我们，占领华尔街自由广场的 

“纽约市总集会”呼吁你展示你的力量。 

执行你的权利来到和平集会；占领公共

空间；让我们陈述我们所面临的问题，

产生每个人都能理解的解决方案。 

所有以民主为精神而行动并团结起来的

团体，我们向你们提供支持、各种方式

的纪录以及所有我们能够提供的资源。 

加入我们，让人们听见你的声音! 

Call to People of Color from the 
#OWS POC Working Group 
 
To those who want to support the 
Occupation of Wall Street, who want 
to struggle for a more just and 
equitable society, but who feel 
excluded from the campaign, this is a 
message for you. 
 
To those who do not feel as though 
their voices are being heard, who 
have felt unable or uncomfortable 
participating in the campaign, or 
who feel as though they have been 
silenced, this is a message for you. 
 
To those who haven’t thought about 
#OccupyWallStreet but know that 
radical social change is needed, and 
to those who have thought about 
joining the protest but do not know 
where or how to begin, this is a 
message for you. 
 
You are not alone.  The individuals 
who make up the People of Color 
Working Group have come together 
because we share precisely these 
feelings and believe that the 
opportunity for consciousness 
raising presented by 
#OccupyWallStreet is one that 
cannot be missed.  It is time to push 
for the expansion and diversification 
of #OccupyWallStreet.  If this is truly 
to be a movement of the 99%, it will 
need the rest of the city and the rest 
of the country. 
 
Let’s be real.  The economic crisis did 
not begin with the collapse of the 
Lehman Brothers in 2008. Indeed, 
people of color and poor people have 
been in a state of crisis since the 
founding of this country, and for 
indigenous communities, since before 
the founding of the nation.  We have 

Source: http://pococcupywallstreet.tumblr.com/calltoPOC 
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long known that capitalism serves 
only the interests of a tiny, mostly 
white, minority.  
Black and brown folks have long 
known that whenever economic 
troubles ‘necessitate’ austerity 
measures and the people are asked 
to tighten their belts, we are the first 
to lose our jobs, our children’s 
schools are the first to lose funding, 
and our bodies are the first to be 
brutalized and caged.  Only we can 
speak this truth to power.  We must 
not miss the chance to put the needs 
of people of color—upon whose backs 
this country was built—at the 
forefront of this struggle.  
 
The People of Color Working Group 
was formed to build a racially 
conscious and inclusive 
movement.  We are reaching out to 
communities of color, including 
immigrant, undocumented, and low-
wage workers, prisoners, LGTBQ 
people of color, marginalized 
religious communities such as 
Muslims, and indigenous peoples, for 
whom this occupation ironically 
comes on top of another one and 
therefore must be decolonized.  We 
know that many individuals have 
responsibilities that do not allow 
them to participate in the occupation 
and that the heavy police presence at 
Liberty Park undoubtedly deters 
many.  We know because we are 
some of these individuals.  But this 
movement is not confined to Liberty 
Park: with your help, the movement 
will be made accessible to all. 
 
If it is not made so, it will not 
succeed.  By ignoring the dynamics 
of power and privilege, this 
monumental social movement risks 
replicating the very structures of 
injustice it seeks to eliminate.  And 
so we are actively working to unite 
the diverse voices of all communities, 
in order to understand exactly what 
is at stake, and to demand that a 
movement to end economic injustice 
must have at its core an honest 
struggle to end racism. 
 
The People of Color working group is 
not meant to divide, but to unite, all 
peoples. Our hope is that we, the 
99%, can move forward together, 
with a critical understanding of how 
the greed, corruption, and inequality 

inherent to capitalism threatens the 
lives of all peoples and the Earth. 
  
The People of Color working group 
was launched on October 1, 2011. 
Join us 
at http://groups.google.com/group/P
OC-working-group?hl=en.  For 
inquiries, we can be reached by email 
at unified.ows@gmail.com. We can 
also be found online 
at http://pococcupywallstreet.tumblr
.com. We meet Sundays @ 3 PM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM under the 
large red structure in Liberty Square 
(corner of Broadway and Cedar). 
 
 
#OCCUPY CAPITALISM 

By Vanessa Huang 

 
Source: 
http://occupywriters.com/works/by-
vanessa-huang 
 
WE FEEL THE TOXINS WE FEEL THE 

DANGER 
 
 
WE HEAR THE CHILDREN WE SEE 

NO FUTURE 
WE BEDBOUND GENDERBOUND 

JAILBOUND 
WE HOMED & UNHOMED WE THIS 

SACRED FIRE 
WE WISH WE COULD GIVE ALL 
WE LONGING TO GIVE 
WE A CELEBRATION 
WE WISH WE KNEW HOW 
WE FEEL A TASTE OF IT, FREE 

Source: https://skitch.com/toonmonk/gj91n/parttimecaucusform.pdf-1-page 
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WE HUNGER LOVE STRONGER 
WE SOUNDING THIS LOUDER 
WE SMELL A NEW DAWN 
WE TASTE THIS NEW POWER 
WE STEWARD WE SHELTER 
WE SIT WE STAND WE ROLL WE 

STROLL 
WE LIGHT UP OUR BRIDGES 
 
WE LIGHT UP THE SCREENS 
WE WITNESS WE PRAY WE GATHER 
WE FIND NEW KINDNESS 
WE PAUSE 
WE KISS THE GROUND 
WE SNAKE THROUGH THE CITY 
WE MARCH WE CHANT WE MIC WE 

SIGN 
WE LINK ARMS & WE REMEMBER 
WE OSCAR GRANT & WE FRANK 

OGAWA 
WE STILL TROY DAVIS 
WE SCOTT OLSEN 
WE BLEED WE FEED WE WEEP 
WE RESPIRE 
WE TOOK BACK TO THE STREETS 
WE RAW WE TENDER WE SORE ALL 

OVER 
WE CARESS OUR LOVERS 
WE FACE NIGHT’S DREAM 
WE WORRY WE WITNESS 
WE REMEMBER EACH RUPTURE 
WE TEND WE MEND WE 

RECONVERGE 
WE BACKLASH BLUE WE NINA’S 

LANGSTON HUGHES 
WE KNEW IMPROVISATION 
WE KNEW CHOREOGRAPHY 
WE NEW PRACTICE 
WE UNDRESS WE UNPOSE 
WE NEW HUMILITY WE NEW 

POWER 
WE UNRAVEL WE FULL IN WONDER 
WE UNSCHEDULE 
WE STILL RITUAL 
WE INHALE WE HOLD OUR BREATH 
WE KNOW BEAUTY 
WE KNOW COURAGE 
WE KNOW LEGACY 
WE EXHALE 
WE KNOW THIS BREATH 
WE SKIN WE TINGLE 
WE BONE WE MINGLE 
WE SONG WE DANCE 
WE PRAY WE BODY 
WE 1987 WE 1969 
WE INTIFADA WE INHERITANCE 
WE INVOKE SYLVIA, ALIVE AND 

PRESENT IN THIS SPACE 
WE KNOW MAYBE YOU WERE 

THERE 
WE HONOR WHOSE STREETS? OUR 

STREETS! AND 

WE’RE TIRED OF RUNNING! 
WE MEMORY WE MUSIC 
WE MAKE NEW RHYTHM 
WE NEW HORIZON 
WE DON’T KNOW OURSELVES 
WE ARE LOSING SHAPE 
WE STILL HOLD THE RAGE 
WE STILL MAKE THE TABLE 
WE STILL WATER GARDEN 
WE WALK OUR DOG & PUSH THE 

STROLLER 
WE DECIDE WITH STRANGERS & 

MEET A THOUSAND NEW 
NEIGHBORS 

WE WAIT FOR FRIENDS WE DON’T 
KNOW COMING OUT THE JAIL 
DOOR 

WE WAIT FOR OUR LOVES WHO CAN 
BRAVE FLASHBANGS & TEAR 
GAS 

WE TRY TO TUCK OURSELVES TO 
SLEEP 

WE DON’T WANT TO MISS IT 
WE WAIT FOR THIS LOVE TO HOME 

FROM-WITH THE STREETS 
WE ARE STILL 
WE STILL WHISPER 
WE STILL WONDER IF THERE WILL 

BE A PLACE FOR US 
WE LAND IN BODY 
WE OCCUPY OUR OWN LONGING 
WE REMEMBER THE ISOLATION 
WE KNOW EXPLOITATION 
WE HOLD ITS SHAPE 
WE’VE LEARNED TO CONTAIN IT 
WE UNKNOW THIS BODY WITHOUT 

IT 
WE KNOW WE DON’T WANT IT 
WE LOSING SHORE 
WE CARESS THE TIDE WE CARESS 

THE BREATH 
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO FEEL THE 

NECESSITY 
OF GENDER LIBERATION FOR ALL 
PEOPLE 

WE HOLD EACH OTHER 
WE ARE CHANGING WE ARE 

CHANGED 
WE SEE MORE OF OUR INVISIBLE 

SELVES 
WE LONG FOR EACH OTHER BUT 
WE HAVE NOT REACHED THE 

HUMAN WEARING POLICE 
UNIFORM 

WE FEEL OPENED WE STILL PROFIT 
WE STILL OWN THINGS BUT 
WE CAN TASTE IT 
WE WILL LISTEN WE WILL PLAY 
WE WILL TREASURE EACH OTHER 
WE WILL NOT OUT SOMEONE 
WITHOUT CONSENT 

WE WILL NOT KNOW CHILD 
SEXUAL ABUSE 

WE ALL WILL UNKNOW SHAME 
WE SEE & FEEL EACH OTHER 
WE ARE REMEDY 
WE KILL DESPAIR 
WE UPHEAVAL 
WE’VE RACED OUR HEARTS 
WE’VE SURGED THIS SPIRIT 
WE RISK & CANNOT RISK & YET WE 

RISK AGAIN 
WE 1946 
WE STRIKE THE CLOCK 
WE HONOR FIRST NATIONS 
WE UNBIND GENDER 
WE EVICT TIMEBODY 
WE DISABLE “WORK” 
WE FREE FROM CAPITAL AND 

STILL 
WE THE BROKEN CHILDREN WHO 

CRY & WAKE AND KISS & BREAK 
WE RETURN FROM BREAK WE 

BREAK THE OLD PATTERNS 
WE FACE THE FEAR WE FACE THE 

RAIN 
WE RAIN HARDER 
WE HEAR EGYPT WE FEEL NYC WE 

KNOW ATLANTA 
WE TAKE DOWN THE FENCES WE 
 REMAKE IT BEAUTY 
WE THE WORSHIP WE THE HOUR 
WE NOURISH THIS CHURCH WHERE 
WE FLUENT LOVE & EASE WHAT 

FEAR 
WE HOLD EACH SACRED WE HOLD 

THIS SACRED BECAUSE 
WE ARE THE ONES WE’VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR 
WE WHO SEE THE POLICE WE NOW 

ARE BIGGER 
WE DON’T AFRAID & WE TAKE 

PLEASURE 
WE WITH BROKEN BACKS & WE 
WITH BROKEN HEARTS 
WE WHO LOST OUR HOMES TO 

BANKS & BULLDOZERS 
WE WHO DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE 

SETTLERS 
WE HAVE NO FUTURE, SCREAMS 

THIS TOILING LANDBODY 
WE THE 99% ARE NOT PROTESTING 
WE RECLAIMING 
WE KEEP GOING 
WE ARE MOURNING WE THE 

LAUGHTER 
WE IN JUMMA 
WE ARE PRECIOUS 
WE BREATH 
WE HERE 
WE OCCUPY-UNOCCUPY-

DECOLONIZE 
100% 
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THIS WHOLE BODY 
 
Notes: 
Italicized and non-italicized text 
borrowed from and/or response to 
work and recent words of comrades 
writing in solidarity from Cairo, First 
Nations elders and leaders, Reina 
Gossett and Sylvia Rivera Law 
Project at Occupy Wall Street, Nina 
Simone, Langston Hughes, Adrienne 
Maree Brown, Chris Crass, Kenji Liu, 
Lily Haskell, Mushim and the 
Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Yashna 
Maya Padamsee, and so much 
movement legacy. 
 
 
Radical Language Road Guide: 
Queering Occupy Wall Street 

By OWS, LBBTIQA Caucus 
 
The information and descriptions 
included in this educational 
document are loose guidelines for 
understanding important language 
and successfully navigating within 
queer space. Each piece of 
information included in this 
document is circumstantial and 
should be regarded with some degree 
of fluidity to ensure inclusivity and 
true understanding. 

What does ‘queering’ mean? 

To ‘queer’ Occupy Wall Street (OWS) 
is to shine a light on all aspects of 
communal living and movement 
building. 

It means ensuring that members of 
the queer community do not feel 
invisible, undermined or neglected. 

It means introducing new language, 
new concepts and more inclusive 
tactics that promote diversity and 
compassion. 

It means honoring and infusing our 
actions with love, beauty and the 
collective fierceness of the united 
queer community. 

It means creating a safe-space within 
the movement for members of the 
queer community to come together, 
discuss issues that are important to 
them and support each other 

through direct interaction and active 
support. 

It means pointing out acts of 
transphobia, homophobia and 
sexism; to take a stand against these 
oppressive acts through visibility 
and open condemnation. 

It means sharing our history and 
sharing the tools needed to shift the 
paradigm, undermine the patriarchy 
and unravel the heteronormative 
supremacy that is the root cause of 
all the problems with this oligarchy. 

Terms: 

Asexual – An individual who 
expresses no sexuality or sexual 
preference. 

Cisgendered – An individuals 
assigned gender, the gender they 
were assigned at birth, is in 
alignment with their personal gender 
identity. 

Gender Binary – The 
heteronormative division of male 
and female as the only qualifiable or 
acceptable gender identities. A 
gender binary also enforces 
‘traditional’ gender roles such as the 

male provider and the female 
subservient. 

Gender Non-Conforming – An 
individual who doesn’t qualify or 
conform to any gender identity. 

Gender Pronoun – An individuals 
personal qualification of their gender 
identity. There are ‘traditional’ 
gender binary pronouns such as 
male pronouns (he, him, his) or 
female pronouns (she, her, hers). 
Some examples of gender non-
conforming pronouns are they, their, 
theirs or zie (zee), zer, zers. 

Heteronormative – The institutions, 
ideologies and culture cultivated by a 
majority. Heteronormativism 
assumes gender identities, personal 
pronouns, sexualities and cultural 
backgrounds based on a cisgendered 
denial of alternative personhood or 
radical ideologies. 

Homonormative – The institutions, 
ideologies and culture cultivated by 
the LGBT communities based on the 
perceptions and confines of a 
heteronormative majority. 

Intersex – An individual who 
physically embodies multiple gender 
expressions. 

Queer – Anyone and everyone who 
doesn’t identify with or align 
themselves to heteronormative 
behaviors or culture. This includes 
but is not limited to individuals who 
identify as bisexual, gay, gender non-
conforming, intersex, lesbian, 
straight, transsexual, or two spirited. 

Transsexual – An individual who 
does not identify with their assigned 
gender identity. 

• FTM (Female to Male) – An 
individual who is in transition or 
has made the transition from their 
female assigned gender to their 
actual male gender identity. 

• MTF (Male to Female) – An 
individual who is in transition or 
has made the transition from their 
male assigned gender to their 
actual female gender identity. 
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• Post-Op – An individual who has 
undergone sexual reassignment 
surgery to physically reflect their 
personal gender identity. 

• Pre-Op – An individual who has yet 
to undergo sexual reassignment 
surgery to physically reflect their 
personal gender identity. 

• Non-Op – An individual who has 
not or will not, through personal 
choice or medical restriction, 
undergo sexual reassignment 
surgery to physically reflect their 
personal gender identity. 

Two Spirited – A native American or 
first-world concept explaining the 
homosexual, bisexual or 
transgendered phenomenon as 
someone being born with two spirits, 
often male and female, in one 
physical form. 

Sex Positivity – The concept that an 
individual should be proud of their 
personal sexuality and gender 
identity, or lack there of, as a method 
of positive reinforcement for 
traditional oppressed or 
marginalized groups. 

Everyone has the Right to Occupy 
Space, Safely   

By OccupyWallSt  

Source: 
http://occupywallst.org/article/every
one-has-right-occupy-space-safely/ 

For as long as public space has 
existed, women and LGBTQ people 
have been trying to “occupy” it safely 
-- with distressingly little success. 
Harassing comments, groping, 
flashing and assault are a daily, 
global reality for women and LGBTQ 
individuals. Too often, these 
injustices are met with little or no 
response, regarded simply as “the 
price you pay” for being female, 
trans, or gay in public. As supporters 
of the Occupy movement, we believe 
that a world where everyone has the 
right to occupy public space safely is 
not only possible - it is essential to 
building a strong and lasting 
movement. 

It’s no secret that the Wall Street 1% 
who wrecked our economy are 

disproportionately straight and 
male, despite countless studies 
showing the less organizations look 
like the 99%, the less effective they 
are. As we quicken the pace of social 
change, we must be careful not to 
replicate Wall Street’s mistakes. The 
message is clear: equality means 
impact.  

But for women and LGBTQ people to 
participate equally in the Occupy 
movement, we must be safe in 
occupied spaces. We know that 
harassment and assault happens 
everywhere --- and that the Occupy 
movement is no more immune to it 
than our nation’s parks and parking 
lots --- but we also know that a 
movement where women and LGBTQ 
individuals are not safe is not a 
movement that serves the interests 
of the 99%. 

In solidarity with those who are 
already working on the ground to 
make safer spaces, we call on all 
General Assemblies of the Occupy 
movement to adopt anti-harassment 
and anti-assault as core principles of 
solidarity. To realize these principles 
within the movement, we call on 
General Assemblies in every city to 
empower women and LGBTQ 
occupiers with the time, space, and 
resources necessary to ensure that 
every occupied space is a safe space.  

Co-signed by: 
 
OccupyWallSt.org, The Occupied Wall 
Street Journal, Hollaback!, Bitch 
media, DC Rape Crisis Center, Maine 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault, 
National Organization for Men 
Against Sexism, Feministing 
California Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault, The Feminist Wire, Barrier 
Free Living, Crisis Intervention 
Services, Oskaloosa, IA, Women, 
Action & the Media, Occupy 
Patriarchy, Marriage Equality NY, 
Safe Slope, Joy of Resistance: 
Multicultural Feminist Radio @ 
WBAI, Feminist Peace Network, 
Women In Media & News, Spark, 
Fem2.0, Talkin' Reckless, The 
Organization for a Free Society, 
juliabarry.com, Women's Media 
Center, SisterSong NYC, MADRE, 
AF3IRM NY/NJ, Veterans News 

Now. Holla Back DC , Occupy 
Gloucester, Occupy Vermont, 
National Organization of Asian 
Pacific Islanders Ending Sexual 
Violence, Colorado Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault (CCASA), Spinifex 
Press, Australia, 
Meghanlewisphd.com, Radical 
Feminists, OccupyEquality, Stop 
Street Harassment, Marlboro College 
Women's Resource Center, Women's 
Institute for Freedom of the Press, 
CODEPINK, Women Occupy, Bitch 
Flicks, Center for the Human Rights 
of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, 
Ms. Magazine, Philadelphia NOW, 
Students Active for Ending Rape, 
Brooke Elise Axtell, founder of SHE: 
Survivor Healing and Empowerment, 
Occupy Los Angeles, Queer Affinity 
Group, Anti-State STL, AIDS Action, 
Baltimore, Tampa Anarchist 
Collective, World Can't Wait, Occupy 
Houston Occupy Los Angeles, Old 
Lesbians Organizing for Change 
 
If your organization supports this 
call for safer spaces, please 
email saferspace@occupywallst.org o
r emily@ihollaback.org to be added to 
the list of co-signers. If you know 
other groups that have not yet joined 
this call to action, please contact 
them and ask them to stand with us! 
Let's work together to make a safer 
world for everyone! 
 
 
Solidarity letter from Cairo 

By Comrades from Cairo,  
25 October 2011 

 
Published in openDemocracy: 
http://www.opendemocracy.net/com
rades-from-cairo/solidarity-letter-
from-cairo 
 
A letter of solidarity to those in the 
United States currently participating 
in the 'occupy' protests. Citing a 
common struggle, the letter calls for 
continued occupations from a global 
youth that have grown weary with 
the 'current order of things.' 
 
To all those in the United States 
currently occupying parks, squares 
and other spaces, your comrades in 
Cairo are watching you in solidarity. 
Having received so much advice 
from you about transitioning to 
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democracy, we thought it’s our turn 
to pass on some advice. 
 
Indeed, we are now in many ways 
involved in the same struggle. What 
most pundits call “The Arab Spring” 
has its roots in the demonstrations, 
riots, strikes and occupations taking 
place all around the world, its 
foundations lie in years-long 
struggles by people and popular 
movements. The moment that we 
find ourselves in is nothing new, as 
we in Egypt and others have been 
fighting against systems of 
repression, disenfranchisement and 
the unchecked ravages of global 
capitalism (yes, we said it, 
capitalism): a System that has made 
a world that is dangerous and cruel 
to its inhabitants. As the interests of 
government increasingly cater to the 
interests and comforts of private, 
transnational capital, our cities and 
homes have become progressively 
more abstract and violent places, 
subject to the casual ravages of the 
next economic development or urban 
renewal scheme. 
 
An entire generation across the globe 
has grown up realizing, rationally 
and emotionally, that we have no 
future in the current order of things. 
Living under structural adjustment 
policies and the supposed expertise 
of international organizations like 
the World Bank and IMF, we watched 
as our resources, industries and 
public services were sold off and 
dismantled as the “free market” 
pushed an addiction to foreign goods, 
to foreign food even. The profits and 
benefits of those freed markets went 
elsewhere, while Egypt and other 
countries in the South found their 
immiseration reinforced by a 
massive increase in police repression 
and torture. 
 
The current crisis in America and 
Western Europe has begun to bring 
this reality home to you as well: that 
as things stand we will all work 
ourselves raw, our backs broken by 
personal debt and public austerity. 
Not content with carving out the 
remnants of the public sphere and 
the welfare state, capitalism and the 
austerity-state now even attack the 
private realm and people’s right to 
decent dwelling as thousands of 

foreclosed-upon homeowners find 
themselves both homeless and 
indebted to the banks who have 
forced them on to the streets. 
 
So we stand with you not just in your 
attempts to bring down the old but to 
experiment with the new. We are not 
protesting. Who is there to protest 
to? What could we ask them for that 
they could grant? We are occupying. 
We are reclaiming those same spaces 
of public practice that have been 
commodified, privatized and locked 
into the hands of faceless 
bureaucracy , real estate portfolios, 
and police ‘protection’. Hold on to 
these spaces, nurture them, and let 
the boundaries of your occupations 
grow. After all, who built these parks, 
these plazas, these buildings? Whose 
labor made them real and livable? 
Why should it seem so natural that 
they should be withheld from us, 

policed and disciplined? Reclaiming 
these spaces and managing them 
justly and collectively is proof 
enough of our legitimacy. 
 
In our own occupations of Tahrir, we 
encountered people entering the 
Square every day in tears because it 
was the first time they had walked 
through those streets and spaces 
without being harassed by police; it is 
not just the ideas that are important, 
these spaces are fundamental to the 
possibility of a new world. These 
are public spaces. Spaces for 
gathering, leisure, meeting, and 
interacting – these spaces should be 
the reason we live in cities. Where 
the state and the interests of owners 
have made them inaccessible, 
exclusive or dangerous, it is up to us 
to make sure that they are safe, 
inclusive and just. We have and must 
continue to open them to anyone that 

http://owsenespanol.nycga.net/ 
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wants to build a better world, 
particularly for the marginalized, 
excluded and for those groups who 
have suffered the worst . 
 
What you do in these spaces is 
neither as grandiose and abstract 
nor as quotidian as “real democracy”; 
the nascent forms of praxis and 
social engagement being made in the 
occupations avoid the empty ideals 
and stale parliamentarianism that 
the term democracy has come to 
represent. And so the occupations 
must continue, because there is no 
one left to ask for reform. They must 
continue because we are creating 
what we can no longer wait for. 
 
But the ideologies of property and 
propriety will manifest themselves 
again. Whether through the overt 
opposition of property owners or 
municipalities to your encampments 
or the more subtle attempts to 
control space through traffic 
regulations, anti-camping laws or 
health and safety rules. There is a 
direct conflict between what we seek 
to make of our cities and our spaces 
and what the law and the systems of 
policing standing behind it would 
have us do. 
 
We faced such direct and indirect 
violence , and continue to face it . 
Those who said that the Egyptian 
revolution was peaceful did not see 
the horrors that police visited upon 
us, nor did they see the resistance 
and even force that revolutionaries 
used against the police to defend 
their tentative occupations and 
spaces: by the government’s own 
admission; 99 police stations were 
put to the torch, thousands of police 
cars were destroyed, and all of the 
ruling party’s offices around Egypt 
were burned down. Barricades were 
erected, officers were beaten back 
and pelted with rocks even as they 
fired tear gas and live ammunition 
on us. But at the end of the day on 
the 28th of January they retreated, 
and we had won our cities. 
 
It is not our desire to participate in 
violence, but it is even less our desire 
to lose. 
 
If we do not resist, actively, when 
they come to take what we have won 

back, then we will surely lose. Do not 
confuse the tactics that we used 
when we shouted “peaceful” with 
fetishizing nonviolence; if the state 
had given up immediately we would 
have been overjoyed, but as they 
sought to abuse us, beat us, kill us, 
we knew that there was no other 
option than to fight back. Had we laid 
down and allowed ourselves to be 
arrested, tortured, and martyred to 
“make a point”, we would be no less 
bloodied, beaten and dead. Be 
prepared to defend these things you 
have occupied, that you are building, 
because, after everything else has 
been taken from us, these reclaimed 
spaces are so very precious. 
 
By way of concluding then, our only 
real advice to you is to continue, 
keep going and do not stop. Occupy 
more, find each other, build larger 
and larger networks and keep 
discovering new ways to experiment 
with social life, consensus, and 
democracy. Discover new ways to 
use these spaces, discover new ways 
to hold on to them and never give 
them up again. Resist fiercely when 
you are under attack, but otherwise 
take pleasure in what you are doing, 
let it be easy, fun even. We are all 
watching one another now, and from 
Cairo we want to say that we are in 
solidarity with you, and we love you 
all for what you are doing. 
 
Comrades from Cairo. 
 
 
OWS Must Resist Cis-Supremacy 
and Trans-Misogyny 
 
First published in ‘in front and 
center: critical voices in the 99%’: 
http://infrontandcenter.wordpress.c
om/2011/11/11/ows-must-resist-cis-
supremacy-and-trans-misogyny/ 
 
As feminists, we enthusiastically 
support women’s groups and women 
designated safer spaces, but as trans 
women and allies, we oppose (and 
will categorically block) any group or 
space that excludes trans women[1], 
as well as any standard that 
functionally asserts authority over 
our self-determined gender 
identities[2].  Most immediately, all 
of us—transgender and cisgender 
alike—must stand together to block 

the trans-excluding affinity groups 
“Women Occupying Nations” and 
“Strong Women” from Spokes 
Council participation. 
 
By denying the existence of 
cisgender privilege and furthering 
the disempowerment of trans 
women, trans-excluding groups and 
spaces violate both the letter and 
spirit of our Principles of 
Solidarity[3].  The elimination of 
systemic oppression against 
marginalized people is a core goal of 
the Occupy movement, but self-
identified “womyn-born-womyn”[4] 
do not constitute a marginalized 
group relative to other types of 
women. Throughout the world, trans 
women are among the people most 
marginalized by systemic 
oppression. In the U.S., trans women 
face extreme violence (a 1-in-12 
chance of dying from a violent 
crime), poverty (fifty percent 
unemployment rate) and 
criminalization (trans women, 
especially trans women of color, are 
routinely subject to police 
profiling).[5] 
 
To fight this systemic oppression—
including transphobia, cis-centrism, 
cis-supremacy, and trans-misogyny—
it is essential we support the self 
determination of all people 
oppressed by coercive, non-
consensual gender assignments. 
 
Allowing any group or space to define 
gender by cis-centric standards is 
intrinsically at odds with gender 
liberation and trans people’s right to 
autonomous self-determination. It is 
a fundamental affront to solidarity. 
 
For decades—from the Stonewall 
Rebellion to Occupy Wall Street—
trans women have stood at the 
forefront of social justice 
movements, often at great personal 
risk. But even within these 
movements, trans women have been 
excluded, silenced, shamed, and 
abandoned as political liabilities. 
Since mid-July, trans women have 
played a critical role in OWS, 
including the creation and operation 
of OccupyWallSt.org, the de facto 
voice of the global Occupy movement. 
Nonetheless, we are prepared to 
leave the New York General 
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Assembly and its empowered Spokes By Joshua Field 
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Assembly and its empowered Spokes 
Council en masse if trans-excluding 
groups, spaces, and individuals 
continue to be tolerated by this body. 
 
Over 50 groups have already signed 
on to a trans-inclusive safer spaces 
policy (and any group which has not 
is encouraged to join!), but for 
Occupy Wall Street to hold true to its 
Principles of Solidarity, we must take 
the additional 
step of ensuring that trans people’s 
identities are respected, and that 
trans women are safe and welcome in 
all women’s spaces. 
 
Block Or We Walk. 
 
Signed, a bunch of trans women 
occupiers. 
 
About This Statement: 
 
I am a homeless trans woman and 
sex worker from D.C. who has 
organized in trans communities for 
years. I am also a trauma survivor 
and a person with psychiatric 
disabilities. While serving as spokes 
for the Queering OWS caucus at the 
November 9th meeting of the New 
York City General Assembly 
empowered Spokes Council, I 
suffered a severe panic attack 
triggered by the angry and extra-
procedural discussion of heavy 
topics like rape and racism. Along 
with several other trans women 
present at the meeting, I was 
alarmed that many of these 
disturbances involved a notoriously 
disruptive, unrecognized affinity 
group calling itself Women Occupying 
Nations. I have also heard that other 
spaces within the occupation—
including spaces designed for 
survivors of assault—may be hostile 
to or excluding trans women. As a 
rape survivor, and given the fact that 
trans women are more likely to be 
victims of sexual assault than cis 
women, I am shocked to see a culture 
of transphobia attempting to co-opt 
OWS. For these reasons, I have 
partnered with members of the 
NYCGA queer, women’s, and people 
of color caucuses (as well as trans 
and trans-allied supporters of the 
Occupy movement more broadly) to 
author this statement. 
 

Notes: 
1. For the purposes of this document, 
we use trans women broadly to refer 
to all male-assigned and intersex, 
non-male-identified people who feel 
they have a place in womens spaces. 
For definitions and background, see 
this Trans 101 Glossary at The 
Distant 
Panic: http://thedistantpanic.com/gl
ossary 
 
2. This would include any policy that 
defines gender by individuals 
coercively-assigned-sex-at-birth, 
current or former body type, 
assumed socialization, or adherence 
to medical standards. Even if such a 
group or policy were to include 
certain types of trans people but 
exclude others based on arbitrary 
distinctions, it is still transphobic 
and oppressive. For example, some 
people – including segments of the 
trans community itself – allow trans 
women who have had genital 
reconstruction surgeries to enter 
women-only spaces, but continue to 
endorse the exclusion of trans 
women who have not had such 
procedures. Even when supported by 
a trans woman, such ideologies 
violate trans peoples self-
determination and are contrary to 
the goals of trans liberation. Many 
trans women elect not to have such 
surgeries, while others simply 
cannot have them for health reasons. 
Additionally, the exclusion of 
non/pre-operative trans women is 
classist, as such procedures are 
extremely expensive. Most 
importantly, a central tenet of 
feminism asserts that a person 
should not be defined by their (past, 
present, or future) biological bodies. 
Sex and gender are socially-
constructed categories; there is 
nothing inherently male about any 
type of body, and possessing certain 
genitalia does not make a person 
more likely to be violent. For more on 
the myth that trans women 
experience male socializations see 
Tobi Hill-Meyers article Language, 
Reality, and My Trans Girlhood. 
 
3. “Recognizing individuals inherent 
privilege and the influence it has on 
all interactions” and “empowering 
one another against all forms of 
oppression” are foundational 

Principles of Solidarity, consensed 
upon by the Liberty Square General 
Assembly on September 
23rd. http://nycga.net/resources/pri
nciples-of-solidarity/ 
 
4. The very idea of womyn-born-
womyn spaces is connected to 
tangible histories of exclusion and 
transphobic violence. The concept 
originated during the cis-
supremacist witch hunts which 
sought to systematically remove 
trans women from feminist 
organizations during the 1970s. 
Such policies have resulted in 
physical violence against trans 
women and other gender non-
conforming people, ranging from the 
denial of life-saving services and 
safer spaces for women who are 
survivors of rape and sexual assault 
to the physical expulsion of trans 
women from feminist music festivals. 
See Trans Women Belong Here (a 
group of women protesting trans-
exclusion at Michigan Womyns 
Music 
Festival) and The Curvatures blog 
post about Vancouver Rape Relief. 
 
5.  See the DC Trans Coalitions 
Reports and Research or Campaigns 
pages for more facts about trans 
oppression at 
http://dctranscoalition.org/ 
 
 
Trans People Say: End Economic 
Inequality, Solidarity with 
the 99%! 
 
First published on the DC Trans 
Coalition website: 
http://dctranscoalition.wordpress.co
m/2011/10/07/trans-people-say-
end-economic-inequality-solidarity-
with-the-99/ 
 
The DC Trans Coalition has decided 
to formally endorse and offer our 
support to the OccupyDC movement. 
We also encourage all of our 
members to attend today’s 
protest gathering at 4pm at Freedom 
Plaza and marching to the 
International Monetary Fund. 
 
The Occupy Together movement 
started in New York City as Occupy 
Wall Street, which began on 
September 17th. The protests have 
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grown progressively larger as 
increasing numbers take to the 
streets in nonviolent opposition to a 
society in which 1% of the population 
controls a quarter of all income. 
Inspired by this model, similar 
occupations are occurring in dozens 
of cities across the country, some 
being attended by tens of thousands. 
The demonstrators have highlighted 
that the current economic crisis is 
caused by corporate greed, and 
demand jobs and resources for 
oppressed people. In DC, Occupy K 
Street protestors have been in 
McPherson Square for several 
weeks. 
 
As a whole, socially-marginalized 
communities (such as low-income 
trans people and trans people of 
color) suffer the most directly from 
poverty and are the most likely to be 
impacted by inequalities that arise 
from economic injustice. The DC 
Trans Coalition’s major priorities — 
as decided upon by our grassroots 
base through community forums and 
consultations — are creating 
inclusive, accessible jobs and 
services for all marginalized people 
in the District. We thus stand in 
solidarity with the grassroots Occupy 
Together movements. 
 
Additionally, we especially 
encourage everyone who is able to 
attend the march that will take place 
today shortly after 4:00pm, leaving 
from Freedom Plaza, through 
McPherson Square, and ending at the 
International Monetary Fund. 
Today’s march was started by a 
group of women, queer people, and 
people of color in order to highlight 
the connection between multiple 
forms of oppression, both at home 
and globally. For this reason, DCTC 
especially wishes to express our full 
support for this action. It is critical 
that we recognize the links between 
our oppression and the oppression of 
others, and that we all work together 
to end inequality. 
 
See you in the streets! For more 
information on OccupyDC and 
today’s march, see below… 
 
 
 

Participating in Direct Actions: a 
guide for transgender people 
 By the Sylvia Rivera Law Project 
 
The following is a brief excerpt from 
the Sylvia Rivera guide, 
recommended to the Occupy 
movement through ‘Front and 
Center’ online. The entire guide can 
be found on the Sylvia Rivera website 
here: 

http://srlp.org/resources/publication
s/direct-actions-guide. 
 
Direct actions, protests, and acts of 
civil disobedience are powerful tools 
for change. Participating in these 
actions may also put you at risk of 
arrest and/or mistreatment by police 
and in jail. When participating in 
direct actions, transgender people 
should understand their rights and 

By Dignidad Rebelde, Bay Area 
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take necessary precautions before  
accepting the risk of arrest. If you 
are planning on attending a protest 
and you are not transgender, 
consider what you can do to prevent 
mistreatment of transgender people 
and other vulnerable participants. 
From identity documents to 
detainment procedures, this 
resource offers an overview of the 
considerations transgender people 
should think about when preparing 
or participating in a direct action… 
 
KNOW THE RISKS: ARREST IS 
ALWAYS A POSSIBILITY 
 
If you are thinking about joining a 
protest, make sure you know your 
own risk factors, boundaries and 
limits. The conditions on the street 
can change very quickly, and you 
may have to make quick decisions. 
Use this guide to help you decide 
whether and how to participate. 
Transgender people are particularly 
at risk for being profiled and 
mistreated by police and in jail. This 
could range from verbal abuse, 
isolation and denial of medication to 
humiliating strip searches and 
physical abuse. These risks can be 
reduced through preparation and 
solidarity tactics, but never 
eliminated. The risks are especially 
acute for transgender people of color, 
transgender people who are 
immigrants, low income transgender 
people, and transgender people with 
disabilities. Here are some other 
important things to keep in mind: 
 
If you are an immigrant:  
 
Any arrests may affect your 
immigration status. If you are 
undocumented, an arrest could put 
you on the radar, and cause removal 
proceedings to be initiated against 
you. Immigration officials at 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), often collaborate 
with local law enforcement and 
correctional agencies. If you are 
currently required to report to 
immigration officials, you may not be 
able to do so if you are arrested or 
detained. If your only identification 
is from another country and you do 
not have a visa, you may be reported 
to ICE even if you are a naturalized 
U.S. citizen. Weigh the risks of 

bringing ID with the possibility of 
being profiled and having ID 
confiscated. If arrested, you do not 
have to answer questions about your 
immigration status or history… 
… 
 
 
To the first General Assembly of 
Occupy Detroit, 
 
We are inspired by the actions of 
Occupy Wall Street and the 
opportunity it has given so many 
people to stand up and get involved 
in shaping the fate of this country.   
 
We are inspired by the protocol of 
consensus decision-making and 
inclusivity being used on Wall Street, 
where anyone who shows up is 
asked: "what can you contribute to 
this movement?"  In return, 
participants are supported to bring 
their best selves to the work of 
creating a new world.  We propose 
that Detroit embrace that same 
protocol.   
 
In the spirit of bringing our best 
selves to this process, we offer this 
background knowledge, which 
anyone attempting to organize in 
Detroit must first understand before 
taking any action that aims to speak 
for Detroit.  We all have a lot to learn 
from each other.  Nothing said here 
should be taken as a claim to "know 
more" or "better" than anyone else.  
As just mentioned it's about all of us 
bringing our best selves to this 
historic uprising, and doing it 
creatively, nonviolently and 
together.  
 
Detroit is a Movement City.  
Detroiters have been organizing 
resistance to corporate greed 
violence and oppression for nearly a 
century; from the birth of the labor 
movement here in the 1920s to the 
radical black workers movements of 
the '60s to the current poor people 
campaigns against utility shutoffs 
that allow dozens of people to die 
each year.  We have organized 
resistance to racism, sexism, 
homophobia, Islamophobia, ableism, 
and the criminalization of youth, to 
the systematic destruction of the 
environment in poor communities of 
color, to the dehumanization of 

people with disabilities, and so many 
other injustices -- as they manifest in 
our daily lives and are reflected in 
practices that dictate access and 
distribution of resources, as well as 
policies at the local, state and 
national levels. 
 
Detroit is moving beyond just 
protest.  Because we have survived 
the most thorough disinvestment of 
capital than any major U.S. city has 
ever seen; because we have survived 
"white flight" and "middle class 
flight," state-takeovers, corruption 
and the dismantling of our public 
institutions; because the people who 
remained in Detroit are resilient and 
ingenious, Detroiters have redefined 
what "revolution" looks like.  
 
Detroit is modeling life AFTER 
capitalism.  In Detroit, "revolution" 
means "putting the neighbor back in 
the hood" through direct actions that 
restore community. It means 
maintaining public welfare programs 
for residents who are without income 
which protect said low income 
families from facing utility shut offs 
and homelessness.  It means 
outlawing poverty in any form since 
the resources to prevent such a 
condition remain abundantly 
available to this state. It means 
Peace Zones for Life that help us 
solve conflict in our neighborhoods 
without the use of police, reducing 
opportunities for police violence.  It 
means food justice and digital justice 
networks across the city supporting 
self-determination and community 
empowerment.  It means youth 
leadership programs and paradigm-
shifting education models that 
transform the stale debate between 
charter schools and public schools.  
It means "eviction reversals" that put 
people back in their homes and 
community safety networks that 
prevent people being snatched up by 
border patrol.  It means artists who 
facilitate processes of community 
visioning and transformation, and 
organizers who approach social 
change as a work of art.  In Detroit, 
the meaning of "revolution" continues 
to evolve and grow. 
 
Detroit will not be "occupied" in the 
same sense as Wall Street:  The 
language of "occupation" makes sense 
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for the occupation of the privately-
owned Zuccotti Park on Wall Street. 
But this language of "occupation" will 
not inspire participation in Detroit 
and does not make sense for Detroit.  
From the original theft of Detroit's 
land by French settlers from 
Indigenous nations, to the 
connotations of "occupation" for 
Detroit's Arab communities, to the 
current gentrification of Detroit 
neighborhoods and its related 
violence -- "Occupation" is not what 
we need more of. We will however 
participate in creating anew out of 
what remains in Detroit today.  
 
Detroit's participation in the "Occupy 
Together" actions must grow out of 
Detroit's own rich soil.  It cannot be 
transplanted from another city's 
context.   We recognize that "Occupy 
Detroit" has attracted the 
participation of people from across 
the state of Michigan.  This is a good 
thing, IF people take the time to 
understand the unique history and 
current work of Detroit's social 
movements, this letter aims to be a 
starting point in that process.   The 
reimagined work of activists is to 
confront and take down systems of 
oppressive power, on the one hand, 
while building a new and just world 
on the other. Let's do it. Together.  
Now.  
 
For a list of Detroit signers, please 
see the original letter here: 
http://piratepad.net/yQOHRNEuf0 
 
 
We Are The Many 

Lyrics By Makana;  
Makana Music LLC © 2011 

 
From a guerilla music performance 
for President Obama at the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit in Honolulu. Video here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feat
ure=player_embedded&v=xq3BYw4x
jxE 

 
We Are The Many 
 
Ye come here, gather 'round the 
stage // The time has come for us to 
voice our rage // Against the ones 
who've trapped us in a cage // To 

steal from us the value of our wage 
 
From underneath the vestiture of 
law // The lobbyists at Washington do 
gnaw // At liberty, the bureaucrats 
guffaw // And until they are purged, 
we won't withdraw 
 
We'll occupy the streets  
We'll occupy the courts  
We'll occupy the offices of you  
Till you do  
The bidding of the many, not the few 
 
Our nation was built upon the right // 
Of every person to improve their 
plight // But laws of this Republic 
they rewrite // And now a few own 
everything in sight 
 
They own it free of liability // They 
own, but they are not like you and 
me  // Their influence dictates 
legality // And until they are stopped 
we are not free 
 
We'll occupy the streets  
We'll occupy the courts  
We'll occupy the offices of you  
Till you do  
The bidding of the many, not the few 
 
You enforce your monopolies with 
guns // While sacrificing our 
daughters and sons // But certain 
things belong to everyone // Your 
thievery has left the people none 
 
So take heed of our notice to 
redress // We have little to lose, we 
must confess // Your empty words do 
leave us unimpressed // A growing 
number join us in protest 
 
We occupy the streets  
We occupy the courts  
We occupy the offices of you  
Till you do 
The bidding of the many, not the few 
 
You can't divide us into sides // And 
from our gaze, you cannot hide // 
Denial serves to amplify // And our 
allegiance you can't buy 
 
Our government is not for sale // The 
banks do not deserve a bail // We will 
not reward those who fail // We will 
not move till we prevail 
 

We'll occupy the streets  
We'll occupy the courts  
We'll occupy the offices of you  
Till you do  
The bidding of the many, not the few 
 
We'll occupy the streets  
We'll occupy the courts  
We'll occupy the offices of you  
Till you do  
The bidding of the many, not the few 
 
We are the many 
You are the few 
 
 
Where Are the Women at Occupy 
Wall Street? Everywhere—and 
They're Not Going Away 
(Excerpts) 
 By Sarah Seltzer 
 
Published October 26, 2011 in the 
Nation; 
http://www.thenation.com/article/16
4197/where-are-women-occupy-wall-
street-everywhere-and-theyre-not-
going-away?page=0,0  
 
Preserving Direct Democracy 
 
This past week, a series of 
contentious GAs have debated a 
proposal to allow working groups to 
make decisions without the consent 
of the full General Assembly, in a 
“spokes council” model, that would 
bring together a rotating assembly of 
representatives to make financial 
and logistical decisions for working 
groups. These “spokes” are not 
empowered to act on behalf of their 
working groups—they are just 
conduits. 
 
Marissa Holmes, a “structure” 
working group member who is one of 
the proponents of the “spokes 
council” proposal, writes in an email 
that she believes this new process, if 
adopted, would bolster the position of 
women and minorities in the 
movement by specifically permitting 
caucuses of traditionally 
marginalized groups as well as 
campers who are not in working 
groups to send representatives (or 
“spokes”) to the council. 
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The fate of the resolution remains up 
in the air, as its merits are slowly 
hashed out in meetings and online. 
Opponents argue that it consolidates 
power in the hands of those who 
regularly attend working groups at 
the expense of the GA. 
 
But on both sides of the argument 
over the “spokes council” proposal, 
there’s an avowed commitment to 
maintaining a system of direct 
democracy that activists say is 
absolutely transformative for 
participants and central to Occupy 
Wall Street’s staying power. 
 
In fact, many women involved in the 
protests say that the process of 
direct democracy directly 
counteracts the experiences of their 
lives. They have come to this protest 
because they’ve seen their families, 
their neighbors and their friends lose 
homes, jobs and healthcare and 
haven’t been heard when they try to 
register their concerns. 
 
“We all come from disenfranchised 
communities,” says Nelini Stamp, a 
young activist who camped out with 
nothing but cardboard on the night of 
the 17th and has been working with 
people of color and labor working 
groups since. The feeling of agency 
and power that’s created by “having 
a voice, having a say in your day to 
day life” can’t be measured, she 
says—and that’s what leads to people 
being invested in the movement. 
“These are people that have been 
pushed and shoved. They just really 
want to see something work for 
them, unlike before.” 
 
… 
 
Misogyny On the Outside, Power 
Within 
 
For many women in the movement, 

their frustration lies with the 
world outside Zuccotti. The video 
“Hot Chicks of Occupy Wall Street” 
grossly objectified a number of 
female activists, and Time magazine 
asked whether women were 
contributing to the #OWS Twitter 
hashtag, despite dozens of female 
journalists and protesters' 
participation 
 
Responses from OWS protesters have 
been swift. While women rally to the 
hashtag, a new Tumblr, 
womenoccupy.com, has popped up 
designed to bring visibility to 
activists in a non-sexualized way, 
and occupypatriarchy.org has 
arrived with a mission to network 
feminists among all the Occupy 
protests. 
 
On the ground, women worry that 
the media and onlookers are eager to 
find “leaders” and that those leaders 
won’t look like them. “As we started 
to grow, and started to be taken 
seriously, there was a concerted 
effort to bring in diverse voices and 
faces to reporters,” says Barragan, a 
Latina woman who is a member of 
the press team. “In the beginning it 
was really exhausting because I 
noticed that reporters didn’t take me 
seriously. My job is to go up to them--
and often I would be ignored. I’m not 
used to that. I would go home and 
cry,” she says. 
 
Still, her and others’ persistence has 
paid off. “Since then we’ve made an 
effort so that even if they say ‘I want 
John, a white dude,’ we say, ‘No, 
we’re going to bring you to someone 
else,’  ” she says. “Now I haven’t cried 
in two weeks.” 
 
And there’s a payoff for those who 
commit to this work. Educating 
people at Zuccotti Park about 
privilege “means a lot of work” for 

herself and others, says Maharawal. 
And it’s not always easy, she says. 
“But it’s worth it,” in unexpected 
ways, she says. She’s noticed that 
when she goes back to her grad 
school and elsewhere she’s 
discovered the thrill in speaking up 
when she sees people with privilege 
hogging space. She hopes that her 
experience means the outlets for 
critique created within the Occupy 
Wall Street movement will spread to 
workplaces, schools and homes. 
 
Stamp has had a similar experience. 
The slowness of reaching consensus, 
the focus on anti-oppression, the 
support offered by the caucuses and 
working groups, she says, means 
“I’ve gotten to learn how to talk to 
people again. I’ve really felt a sense 
not just of solidarity but of kindness 
and compassion and all of these 
things that when you’re busy and on 
the go, you don’t stop to think about.” 
… 
 
Transforming Harm & Building Safety: 
Confronting Sexual Violence At Occupy 
Wall Street & Beyond 
 
Originally published on the website of 
the New York General Assembly by 
the Safer Spaces Working Group  
 
New York, November 4, 2011: We 
are writing this statement to inform 
our fellow occupiers about an 
incident of sexual assault at Occupy 
Wall Street (OWS) and the response 
to it. We are also writing this 
statement to respond to media 
accounts that blame the survivor, 
and that attempt to use this horrific 
incident to attack OWS. We write this 
statement as supporters of OWS, as 
fellow survivors, and as allies. 
 
On the morning of October 29, a 
woman participating in OWS was 
sexually assaulted at Liberty Plaza. 
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The person who she identified as 
having assaulted her was arrested on 
November 1 for a previous assault. 
He has since been released on bail. 
 
On the morning of the assault, the 
survivor was accompanied to the 
hospital by a group of women from 
OWS, including a social worker, to 
support her and act as advocates. 
From the moment the incident was 
discovered to the present time, the 
survivor has been surrounded by a 
network of allies and trained 
advocates offering resources to 
provide emotional, medical, and legal 
support. At every step of the process, 
and in line with the core principles of 
survivor support, her wishes as to 
how she wanted to proceed have 
been honored, and information from 
a range of sources has been provided 
to her about her options. The 
survivor knew immediately that she 
wanted to make sure that the person 
who assaulted her did not harm 
anyone else at OWS. Community 
members honored this demand by 
asking that this person stay off site, 
and, when he refused, monitored his 
activity, ejected him from the space 
and escorted him to police custody. 
 
These efforts provided the survivor 
with the time and space to carefully 
review the options available to her. 
Following two days of discussion with 
family, friends, supporters, and anti-
violence advocates, the survivor 
decided to make a report to the 
police and to push for a criminal 
investigation and prosecution. 
Supporters from OWS accompanied 
her to the police station, and will 
continue to support her throughout 
the legal process. 
 
We have been saddened and angered 
to observe some members of the 
media and the public blame the 
survivor for the assault. A survivor 
is never at fault. It is unacceptable to 
criticize a survivor for the course of 
action they chose to take or their 
community for supporting them in 
that choice. Additionally, we were 
troubled at the time of her report 
that responding police officers 
appeared to be more concerned by 
her political involvement in OWS 
than her need for assistance after a 
traumatic incident of sexual 

violence. A survivor is not at fault for 
being assaulted while peacefully 
participating in a public protest to 
express their political opinions. We 
are aware that this is one of several 
known cases of sexual assault that 
have occurred at OWS. We are 
dismayed by these appalling acts and 
distressed by the fear among many 
Occupiers that they have caused, as 
well as their negative impact on our 
ability to safely participate in public 
protests. We have the right to 
participate in peaceful protests 
without fear of violence. 
 
We are also concerned that segments 
of the media have attempted to use 
this incident as another way to 
disingenuously attack and discredit 
OWS. It is reprehensible to 
manipulate and capitalize on a 
tragedy like this to discredit a 
peaceful political movement. OWS 
exists within a broader culture 
where sexual assault is egregiously 
common: someone in the US is 
sexually assaulted every 2 minutes, 
most assaults are never reported, 
and most rapists are never held to 
account.[1] We live in a culture of 
violence in which sexual assault is 
often ignored, condoned, excused 
and even encouraged. We note that it 
is particularly difficult for survivors 
of assault at OWS to feel confident in 
reporting crimes to the NYPD – the 

NYPD’s unjustifiably aggressive and 
abusive policing of OWS has 
undermined trust in the police force 
amongst protesters. 
 
As individuals and as a community, 
we have the responsibility and the 
opportunity to create an alternative 
to this culture of violence. Advocates, 
some of whom are survivors 
themselves, have worked for decades 
to address sexual violence generally. 
We are working for an OWS and a 
world in which survivors are 
respected and supported 
unconditionally, where they are 
supported to come forward, and 
where every community member 
takes responsibility for preventing 
and responding to harm. We are 
redoubling our efforts to raise 
awareness about sexual violence. 
This includes taking preventative 
measures such as encouraging 
healthy relationship dynamics and 
consent practices that can help to 
limit harm. 
 
We are creating and sharing 
strategies that educate and 
transform our community into a 
culture of consent, safety, and well-
being. At OWS, these strategies 
currently include support circles, 
counseling, consent trainings, safer 
sleeping spaces, self-defense 
trainings, community watch, 
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awareness campaigns, and other 
evolving community-based processes 
to address harm. We encourage 
survivors to connect with support 
and advocates, and to access 
medical, legal, and social services, as 
well as available community-based 
options, many of which are listed 
below. We stand together as a 
community to work towards the 
prevention of sexual violence and 
harassment, and to provide 
unwavering support for anyone who 
has been assaulted. We commit to 
creating a culture of visibility, 
support, and advocacy for survivors, 
and of accountability for people who 
have committed harm. 
 
With hope and solidarity, 
Members of the survivor’s support 
team at Occupy Wall Street 
 
  
Occupy San Francisco  

By Vanessa Coe 
 
Friday, October 14, 2011 Asian 
Communities for Reproductive 
Justice Blog 

 
All week prior to the rally, I kept 
telling myself to come up with 
something clever for a poster. 
Suddenly, it was 6:30 AM on 
Wednesday, and it was time to 
“Foreclose on Wall Street West!” Two 
of my close friends agreed to join me 
at the rally, but as I texted to see if 
either was ready to leave, one 
replied, “Not going. Too tired. Gonna 
occupy my bed.” The other felt too 
sick. With no cute poster or friends, I 
got on the BART and prepared 
myself to awkwardly stand alone at 
the rally. As I climbed out of the 
tunnel to Market St and saw many 
familiar faces, I remembered that 
rallies are mini-reunions. We’re 
surrounded by the people who we 
have built movements and 
community with, the people we were 
politicized with, and the people who 
have become our mentors and 
friends. They are the ones who 
reaffirm the values we share with 
their continued political presence in 
our lives. 
 
I wasn’t sure what to expect. There 
were hundreds of people chanting, 
“Black, Brown, Yellow, White, Same 

Struggle, Same Fight!” I could feel 
my face contorting into a cringe at 
the colorblind essentialism. 
Ironically, it is the ability to speak to 
so many different issues and 
communities that grants Occupy 
Wall Street its validity. I asked 
everyone I ran into what brought 
them to this occupation. Each person 
had different reasons: feeling 
screwed by the large corporations 
controlling this country, the 
hypocrisy of the US government, 
people losing their homes, or just a 
desperate need to do something 
because they had nothing left. Some 
found it difficult to articulate, not for 
lack of reason, but because they felt 
the reasons were so obvious.  
 
Of course when I asked people, they 
turned the question back on me. 
Initially, I knew that I came because 
our communities made the call. Just 
Cause/Causa Justa and Chinese 
Progressive Association asked for 
folks to come out and occupy SF. I 
believe wholeheartedly in 
reciprocity. When our communities 
call, I show up. I have the privilege of 
being able to show up without 
consequence. I also know how 
important it is for API Equality to be 
present. Queer API same sex couples 
earn less money than their 
heterosexual counterparts. As a 
queer woman of color supporting my 
partner on my salary, the reasons for 
why I showed up are more personal 
than ever. My mother has no other 
choice than to close down her small 
business she has struggled with for 
over ten years. My partner and I just 
drilled through our savings, and are 
now living paycheck to paycheck. I 
am ashamed that I haven’t been able 
to save more money, because I come 
from a family that has had less and 
done more with it. I have been raised 
to not talk publicly about money 
problems, but I cannot let my silence 
overwhelm me. I am the 99%.  
 
As we marched up Sacramento 
toward the Wells Fargo building, 
people began to split in different 
directions. I was confused about 
where to go. People were beginning 
to occupy and protest at every 
entrance of the building. On all four 
sides, people set up smaller rallies. 
Like most movements, at times, it 

appeared disjointed. There are many 
approaches, but it took each person 
to shut down the bank that day. We 
did that. For one day, we were able to 
shut down Wells Fargo. One woman’s 
sign read, “Make this movement too 
big to fail.” Around 10 AM, I had to 
head to our office in Chinatown for a 
meeting. On my way back to the 
office, I saw men in suits making fun 
of the rally and the protesters. I 
could see that they were threatened; 
their way of life was under attack. In 
some ways, they felt a need to 
protect the institutions they believe 
benefit them. They became quiet 
when they noticed me with the 
posters I had collected, and I smiled. 
 
SOURCE: 
HTTP://WWW.REPRODUCTIVEJUSTI
CEBLOG.ORG/2011/10/OCCUPY- 
SAN-FRANCISCO-BY-VANESSA-
COE.HTML 
 
 
Victory for Ahmed Hossain! 
Occupy Wall Street Helps Stop 
Deportation, Vows to Continue the 
Fight 
 
Posted on the Immigrant Worker 
Justice Working Group on the New 
York City General Assembly Website: 
http://www.nycga.net/groups/immig
rant-worker-justice/docs/ahmed-
hossain-gets-stay-of-deportation-ows-
win 
 
New York, NY – Just days before his 
scheduled deportation to 
Bangladesh, Queens resident Ahmed 
Hossain won a one-year stay thanks 
to the support of the Bangladeshi-
American Community Council and 
Occupy Wall Street, a huge coup for 
the immigrant rights community. 
“This isn’t just a victory for me,” 
declared Ahmed. “It’s a victory for all 
of us who want justice.” 
 
Immigration authorities made the 
decision after coming under 
increasing pressure from community 
groups, activists and elected officials. 
Ahmed received letters of support 
from Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 
Representatives Joseph Crowley and 
Gregory Meeks, and a number of 
state and local officials. Supporters 
from Occupy Wall Street’s Immigrant 
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Worker Justice and Direct Action 
Working Groups, in solidarity with 
the Bangladeshi-American 
Community Council, had also 
planned a massive march on the day 
he was set to be deported to 
Bangladesh. 
 
Ahmed’s case garnered increasing 
attention from the media, legislators, 
and the public as the heartbreaking 
details of his case emerged. Ahmed — 
a devoted father and husband of two, 
a leader among taxi drivers, and an 
actor and director with no criminal 
record — represents the very class of 
immigrants the Obama 
administration pledged not to deport 
under its August 2011 policy. Even 
more troubling, ICE’s case for 
deporting Ahmed was based entirely 
on mistakes made by a previous 
immigration attorney and 
administrative errors by ICE itself. 
 
“Ahmed’s victory is testament to the 
power of a collective campaign to 
mobilize action,” said Donald 
Anthonyson of the Immigrant 
Worker Justice Working Group 
(IWJWG) and Families for Freedom, 
a multi-ethnic community group 
organizing immigrants facing 
deportation. Indeed, Ahmed’s is 
among the many inspiring victories 
for the 99% brought about by Occupy 
Wall Street. “We’re putting ICE on 
notice,” said Danny Katch of the 
IWJWG. Occupy Wall Street is 
camped out only ten blocks from 
their office at 26 Federal Plaza. “We 
are not going to stand idly by while 
they break up families and shatter 
the dreams of our immigrant 
brothers and sisters in the 99%.” 
 
* * * 
The Immigrant Worker Justice 
Working Group of Occupy Wall Street 
meets Tuesday nights at 6:30. For 
more information, contact Nastaran 
Mohit, (914)557-6408, and check 
out 
www.nycga.net/groups/immigrant-
worker-justice. 
 
 

Toolkit for Inclusion 
By Center for Independent 
Living and the Independent 
Living Resource Center 

 
Posted on Allied Media Conference 
Website with the following 
introduction: 
 
This is a Toolkit for Inclusion 
produced by disability activists in 
San Jose, filled with practical tips on 
how to make an occupation 
accessible for people with disabilities. 
 And also this advice: "This toolkit is 
intended to be just that, a set of tools 
that can be used to help make the 
Occupy Movement inclusive of all 
members of the 99%. The strategies 
suggested here may or may not work 
for all people with disabilities. Use 
this toolkit as a starting point, but 
seek leadership and direction from 
the people with disabilities at your 
particular site to determine what will 
work best. The most important thing 
is to have an inclusive state of mind." 
 
Occupy Wall street – Toolkit for 
Inclusion 
 
Folks with disabilities make up a 
huge portion of the 99%; we are and 
wish to continue to contribute to the 
struggle of the Occupy movement. 
This toolkit has been developed by 
members of the disability 
community. It is intended to serve as 
a set of guidelines to help you create 
an Occupy site that is fully inclusive 
of people with disabilities. Let us not 
bring the ableism that has been so 
instilled in us by the 1% into our 
struggles for justice. 
 
Physical Access 
 
- Maintain 36 inch wide paths of 
travel through all areas of a given 
Occupy site. 
--- Make sure folks with mobility 
impairments can get to all areas of 
the Occupy site. 
--- Keep exit routes clear and easy to 
get to. Folks with limited mobility 
need to have a way out in the event 
of Police raids or other threats to 
personal safety. 
 
- If you need to set up ramps make 
sure they are sturdy and have a slant 
of 2% or less. Try networking with 

the disability community or the local 
Independent Living Center to borrow 
portable ramps. 
 
Consider asking for volunteers to act 
as sighted guides in assisting people 
who are blind or visually impaired 
navigate the Occupy site. 
 
- If you plan a march to an action at a 
secondary site consider organizing 
accessible (i.e. vehicles with 
wheelchair lifts) transportation to 
get people there. People with limited 
mobility may want to take part in the 
action, but might not be able to 
walk/roll long distances. 
--- You may be able to coordinate 
accessible ride-shares by networking 
with folks from the disability 
community who have vans equip 
with wheelchair lifts. 
--- Some commercial bus companies, 
Paratransit agencies, or school 
districts may be willing to donate 
accessible, lift equip buses. 
--- State Independent Living Council’s 
can fund transportation for people 
with disabilities to take part in 
activism. 
--- Explore your options! 
 
- If you have a speaker’s area make 
sure it is accessible to folks using 
wheelchairs.  Build a ramp to your 
stage, or better yet set up a speaker’s 
area on flat ground. We all need to 
have our voices heard! 
 
- Set up an accessible space near the 
front of the speaker’s area where 
folks can easily see what’s going on, 
and where people who are Deaf can 
see interpreters. Remember, if you’re 
using a wheelchair or are short you 
can’t always see over a crowd of tall 
standing folk. 
 
- Identify ADA accessible bathrooms 
in the area that people can use. Make 
this information readily available to 
all occupants of your site. 
--- If you secure porta-potties be sure 
to secure enough ADA accessible 
units to meet the needs of your 
community. Put up signs that give 
people with disabilities priority for 
using accessible bathroom facilities. 
 
- If it’s possible try to set up a few 
elevated platforms (17-19 inches 
high) that people who use 
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wheelchairs can set up tents and 
sleeping bags on. It’s much easier to 
transfer onto a platform than the 
ground. 
---Identify power outlets where 
people can charge power wheelchairs 
or other assistive devices. 
 
Communication Access 
 
- People who are Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing use a variety of methods to 
communicate depending on 
individual preferences or 
circumstances. Some people use 
American Sign Language (ASL), 
others lip-read, some use assistive 
listening devices (like hearing aids), 
and some use a combination of 
methods. 
--- Don’t make assumptions. Ask the 
person you are talking to what the 
best way to communicate with them 
is. 
--- Find a place that is relatively quiet 
and well lit to talk. Always face the 
person you are speaking to, and 
remember to not cover your mouth. 
--- If the person you are talking to lip-
reads, or has some hearing speak 
slowly and clearly. Repeat yourself 
or rephrase things if you need to, but 
don’t yell because it won’t help. 
Yelling distorts your mouth and 
makes you harder to understand. 
--- If you are talking to someone who 
communicates with ASL talk directly 
to the person, not to the interpreter. 
--- If no interpreter is available get 
creative! Write notes, type messages 
on a cell phone, learn simple signs or 
the ASL alphabet. 
--- Leave posters of the ASL alphabet 
around your Occupy site so anyone 
can use it in a pinch, or learn in their 
spare time. 
 
- Where possible arrange for ASL 
interpreters during community 
gatherings such as General 
Assemblies. 
--- Some interpreters may be willing 
to donate their time. 
--- You can also look into requesting 
donations from Community Based 
Organizations, Independent Living 
Centers, and individuals to help pay 
for interpreter costs. 
 
- Put important information in 
multiple formats. This way everyone 
is in the loop on where and when all 

things from meetings, to actions, to 
meals are taking place. In the end it 
helps everyone out! 
--- Post signs that people who are 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing can read. 
--- Make announcements that people 
who are blind or visually impaired 
can hear. 
--- A hallmark of the Occupy 
Movement and consensus process is 
the use of hand signals without 
voicing to vote, pick speakers, etc. 
Talk with your group to figure out a 
way to make the hand signals more 
accessible to people with low/no 
vision or no/limited use of their 
hands. 
--- Send out text message alerts to 
keep people updated. Some people 
who are blind or visually impaired 
use smart phone apps that can read 
text to them. 
 
- Make flash cards with phrases that 
you might need often or in a pinch – 
i.e. General Assembly time, meeting 
in 10 min, Are you ok? Etc 
--- Use these cards to ensure people 
can take care of their own personal 
safety – i.e. if Police are threatening 
arrests or the use of tear gas.  
 
- If you are talking to someone with 
speech impairment find a quiet place 
to listen and be patient. 
--- Ask the person to repeat 
themselves, rephrase things, or spell 
a word if you cannot understand. 
--- Repeat back what they say to 
ensure you understood correctly. 
--- Don’t finish a person’s sentence 
for them; wait until they are done 
speaking. 
--- Use yes and no questions 
--- Make sure you really understand, 
don’t just pretend to nod along in 
agreement because you never know 
what you could be getting yourself 
into. 
--- NEVER assume that just because 
you have trouble understanding 
someone else they have trouble 
understanding you. 
 
 
Manna-hata 

By Tequila Sovereign 
 
Posted on her blog on October 2, 
2011: 
http://tequilasovereign.blogspot.com
/2011/10/manna-hata.html 

 
Manna-hata, a Lenape term meaning 
"island of many hills," became 
Manhattan when translated into the 
English language by an Englishman 
working for the Dutch who had 
established a colony on the island. 
 
The Lenape were defrauded of the 
island by the Dutch in 1626. 
 
As Georgetta Stonefish Ryan 
(Lenape) writes for the National 
Museum of the American Indian: 
 
The “sale” of Manhattan was a 
misunderstanding. In 1626 the 
director of the Dutch settlement, 
Peter Minuit, “purchased” 
Manhattan for sixty guilders worth 
of trade goods. At that time Indians 
did everything by trade, and they did 
not believe that land could be 
privately owned, any more than 
could water, air, or sunlight. But they 
did believe in giving gifts for favors 
done. The Lenni Lenape—one of the 
tribes that lived on the island now 
known as Manhattan—interpreted 
the trade goods as gifts given in 
appreciation for the right to share 
the land. We don't know exactly what 
the goods were or exactly how much 
a guilder was worth at that time. It 
has been commonly thought that 
sixty guilders equaled about twenty-
four dollars. But the buying power of 
twenty-four dollars in 1626 is not 
known for sure. 
 
As would be repeated across the 
region, the Lenape did not realize 
that the Dutch meant to claim the 
lands for their exclusive use -- an 
exclusivity that the Dutch would 
work violently to protect against the 
Lenape and then the English. 
 
In 1653, in fact, the Dutch built a 
wall attempting to block Lenape, 
other Native nations, and the English 
from attacking "their" settlement. By 
1700, when the English assumed 
Dutch land holdings in the region, 
they tore down the wall and paved a 
street over its location that they 
called "Wall Street." 
 
The English would be defeated by the 
Americans. The Americans would 
preserve "Wall Street" -- and all of 
Manhattan -- as their own. 
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The Americans would never redress 
the history of Native land fraud that 
had made the U.S. possible. They 
would continue this fraud by 
violating their first ratified treaty 
with a Native nation -- the Lenape in 
1778. This treaty provided -- among 
other things -- safe passage for 
Americans through Lenape territory 
during their war with the English. As 
all of the treaties that followed, it was 
a treaty that would be violated by the 
Americans in the name of U.S. 
sovereignty and territorial rights. 
 
"Wall Street" is only possible because 
of this history of land fraud and 
treaty violation. 
 
The "United States" is only possible 
because of its still imperial-colonial 
relations with Native peoples. 
 
What "Wall Street" and the U.S. have 
become -- an imperial-colonial power 
over the world's economics and the 
laws that protect it -- is a direct 
legacy of the fraud and violence 
committed against Native nations. 
 
Perhaps those who now claim to 
OCCUPY WALL STREET in the name 
of reforming America's economy 
could remember their history and 
call it something else (see 
Racialicious' post for more discussion 
of the importance of language in 
opposition). Wall Street is, after all, 
already an occupied territory.  
 
As are all of U.S. land "holdings" in 
northern America, the Pacific, and 
the Caribbean. 
 
Decolonize the opposition!  
(especially now that it is OCCUPYING 
L.A., Seattle, San Francisco, 
Chicago....) 
 
 
Kazembe @ Occupy Wall Street 
(excerpt) 
 
YouTube interview with occupier. 
Uploaded by TheMadtruthseeker 
on Oct 11, 2011 as part of 
ActivistInterviewProject.com, 
available here:   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x
qGabPQ31sQ&feature=player_embed
ded#! 

I’m a student of history and 
the thing about Wall Street is 
that, Wall Street was 
constructed originally as a 
barrier to keep Native 
Americans out the business 
section of the Dutch.  The fact 
of the matter is that the land 
we’re on right now is a 
traditional African burial 
ground. The first commodity 
sold on Wall Street was 
enslaved Africans. So from 
my understanding of history, 

this is a return to the source 
of the beast—the source of 
pain and suffering of a 
world’s people. So the Occupy 
Wall Street is really—if you 
take a historical analysis—
shows the ways in which this 
particular area has 
oppressed the world. I think 
it’s really important for all of 
us as activists have that 
historical grounding and 
rooting of the work we’re 
doing. 

By Favianna Rodriguez, Oakland 
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Editor’s Box: Comments? Questions? Concerns? Criticisms? 
We need your feedback! Send us a suggestion or submissions for 

future issues at swatoverlaps@gmail.com. 

**Please don’t throw away this issue-- pass it on!** 
Many thanks to the Intercultural Center and the Office of Multicultural Affairs for 

supporting the publication of SwatOverlaps. 
                                                 

And check us out online!!! – swatoverlaps.wordpress.com 
Download this issue and find archives of all previous Overlaps issues 

 

swatoverlaps.wordpress.com 

By Steve Alfaro 
 


